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Summer Assignment

2008-09
”Written in the politically and socially turbulent 1940s, Invisible Man is one of 
the definitive novels of the African-American experience; it is also one of the
definitive novels for all Americans. The issues Ellison so powerfully addresses

are those that confront everyone who lives in the modern world: not only racism 
but the very question of personal identity, our frustrated impulse to assert ourselves
in a world which is metaphorically blind. Ellison's hero is invisible within the larger culture because he is black, but his feelings can easily be understood by all those 
who experience the anonymity of modern life. Shortly before his death Ellison acknowledged the fact that his novel had expanded the very meaning of the word "invisible." Invisibility, he said, "touches anyone who lives in a big metropolis" 
(New Yorker).
Read Invisible Man closely and thoroughly.  This is an independent assignment and should be completed based upon your own understanding and analysis of the novel.  If you require the assistance of Cliff’s Notes or online study guides, then perhaps Honors English is not the correct choice for you.

Assignment:

(1) During your reading, you will be expected to maintain a reading journal.  Instructions for journal are attached.  Journal should be neatly written or typed and should not include plot summary.  Entries should show close and insightful reading.

(2) After completion of novel and journal, write a formal essay on the following topic:

Critic Roland Barthes has said, “Literature is the question minus the answer.”  Considering Barthes’ observation, write a well-organized essay in which you analyze the central question Invisible Man raises and the extent to which it offers any answers.  Explain how Ellison’s treatment of this question affects your understanding of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary.
I do have a few copies of this novel that may be checked out.  Copies of this novel are also available at Literary Bookpost.  The due date for this assignment is July 14.  An envelope will be available in the office in which to place these assignments, or the assignment may be mailed and must be postmarked by July 13.
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Dialectical Journal Directions

A dialectical journal is merely a double entry journal.  The purpose of such a journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain their significance.  It should be used to think about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember what is read.  It is a way to take notes on what is read using the actual text.  In effect, you will be holding a discussion with yourself on key points, asking questions, and reacting to particular phrases that draw your attention.

· Divide your paper into two columns.

· Title / head the left-hand column Quote.

· Title / head the right-hand column Commentary.

· As you read, take notes in the left-hand column of passages of interest to you.  Please mark chapter and page numbers.

· As soon as you take a note, move to the right-hand column and write about what your thoughts say about that quote.

· Take a note—comment on that quote.  Continue as you read.

The types of entries may include genuine questions regarding, or reactions to, plot, characterization, relationships, setting, motifs, themes, etc.  You may also include personal reflections on the text or connections that you have been able to make between what is happening in the work and your experiences.  Further, you may want to comment on the literary qualities of the work, including those of descriptive language, metaphors, diction, plot development, characterization, or predictability.  Finally, you may wish to interpret what the author is trying to say in a particular passage.

Sample:

	                           Quote
	                Commentary

	“Give me liberty or give me death” (42).
	Patrick Henry was an extremist.  I can’t believe he really wanted to die if the Colonies didn’t declare a revolution.  There was no negotiating with him.  He was a warmonger!

	“Put the line from the text in quotes” (Chapter # Page #).
	Your comment should be your reaction, question, challenge to the thought, or advance the thought of the author.  It should not repeat or just restate what the author said.


Your journal should include at least 30 entries.

